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Preparing for Calving 
•   
•   
     from one year to the next
•   Ensure you are using a suitable disinfectant when washing out houses especially if you had issues with Crypto/ 
     Coccidiosis
•        
     season
  
 
      
    
•   Check that you have adequate straw supplies on hand. One standard 4x4 round bale of barley straw is adequate  
     to rear one calf to 8-10 weeks of age (150kg of straw or 12 small square bales)
•  
     not exposed to draughts
•   Ensure that calves have enough space within a pen, the minimum requirement is 1.5 m2/calf for calves
•
•  
     peak calf numbers which can be seen in Table 1.

Calving Checklist 

Calving jack
Pair of foot ropes 
Iodine navel disinfectant
Stomach Tube 
Hydrated Lime
Calf feeder teats-ensure they are not perished      
and order spares 

 Disposable long-sleeve gloves and lubricant in a     

 

 
Colostrum Refractometer 
to measure colostrum quality

Freezer bags for storing colostrum 
Calf jackets 
Disinfectant 
Foot bath for outside calf house 
Calcium (Ca) and Magnesium (Mg) for any milk    

 

fever or grass tetany cases
Tape, leg bands, or spray paint for marking cows

 

Electrolytes
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